TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN
MINUTES OF APRIL 12, 2005

TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT MICHIGAN

Present:  Russell, Rosenkranz, Colvin, Parker, King, and Thompson

Absent:  Gaskell

Others:  Briggs, Sullivan

Audience:  7

1. Chairman Russell called meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

2. There is a motion by Thompson and seconded to approve the minutes of March 8, 2005 as presented.  Motion passes 6-0.

3. Communications.  1.  The minutes from Milton Township P.C. have been received.  2. From Sullivan, there will be two Citizen Planner Programs, one April 30th through May 23rd in Leelanau County and the other May 10th through July 14 in Benzie County. 

4. Concerns of the Public.  There were none.

5. Lakeview Ridge Site Condos.  Representatives from A-Ga-Ming were present to summarize the project.  There will be14 single-family units with individual septic and wells within the boundaries of the golf course.  Questions from the commission included concerns for roads, traffic, environmental protection and storm run-off, fire protection and accessibility, water supply and septic waste.  From Briggs, ten public agencies have been contacted regarding this plan and traditionally very few respond, which indicates that most are not concerned.  A.C. Soil Erosion Control is the only agency that has responded.  The TLT Fire Department has not, but does need to be consulted regarding this project.  There must be adequate space for fire trucks to maneuver and turn around.  Sullivan asks about the Master Deed.  The reply is that it is in the hands of the attorney and being updated at this time, awaiting the results of tonight’s preliminary meeting.  Sullivan also reminds the applicant, that due to the size of this property (approx. 440 acres) there may be a future need for municipal water and septic systems.  It is suggested that this could be included in the Master Plan.

The application checklist is gone through and found to be in order.  There 

is a motion by Russell and seconded by Parker to approve the site plan for Lakeview Ridge, with the following conditions to be met:



a.  The Fire Chief approves the size and location of fire tank.

b. The Master Deed needs to be completed (to TLT standards)

c. A complete set of PRD plans.

d. Pitch on rolled edge of asphalt

e. Easement for golf carts 

f. Sealed drawings.

After further discussion, roll call vote is called for.  Motion passes unanimously, 6-0.  The next step is for A-Ga-Ming to come forward with completed plans and meet with the chair and the zoning administrator.  This issue will then be forwarded to the TLT Board for final approval.  Three sets of plans will be needed for this final meeting.

6. Review of Antrim County P.C. comments regarding sexually oriented businesses (SOB) and winery ordinance amendments.  The commission reviewed the comments received in a memo dated March 11, 2005 (on file with a copy of these minutes).  The TLT Commission’s response to items regarding SOB:  1.  The PC discussed this thoroughly.  2.  Item not a concern.  3.  This was discussed and rejected.  4.  Will notify surrounding townships.  5.  It was not felt this item was necessary.  There is a motion by Russell and seconded by Parker to notify the township board that the memo received from the County PC was reviewed by the TLT PC.  The PC felt that all items had been thoroughly discussed and were not issues or concerns.  Motion passes 6-0.  Briggs will write the letter and forward to the TLT Board.

7. Land Use Maps.  Maps are now available.  Sullivan would like to meet with Russell in the next 2-3 weeks to go over them.  Sullivan worked more on population density and clustering.  He has sent his info out to colleagues for their comments and would like this back before presenting revised build out analysis to the commission.  He also suggests the commission refer to the Citizens Opinion Survey that was done in TLT and discuss at next meeting what portions of the survey or comments should be incorporated.

8. Concerns of the Commission.1.  Thompson voiced a concern over the lack of communication between A-Ga-Ming and the surrounding residents over development plans.  2.  It is mentioned that the ZBA will be meeting on 4-13-05 to discuss their interpretation of the zoning ordinance in regard to weekly rentals.  

9. Motion to adjourn at 9:43 by Russell and seconded.  Motion passes 6-0.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary

